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Mr. Dantzler has served as an advocate for 

the more than 11,000 men and women who 
serve our nation in support of Tyndall AFB, 
the Naval Support Activity Panama City and 
the Coast Guard Station Panama City. His 
hard work has helped build military and Con-
gressional support for important missions in 
Bay County. He has served tirelessly as a liai-
son between Bay County, State, and Federal 
leadership in defense of our local bases. 

This has been a job requiring great dedica-
tion—which he has done splendidly—despite 
his additional obligations as a business owner 
and his many other volunteer efforts. His addi-
tional volunteer efforts include work with the 
Bay County Chamber of Commerce, of which 
he is a past chairman, Rotary, United Way, 
Optimist Club, Bay Medical Center Founda-
tion, Gulf Coast Community College Founda-
tion, Panama City-Bay County International 
Airport Authority, Gulf Coast Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees, Coastal Operations In-
stitute, Girls Inc., Panama City Music Associa-
tion, Bay Arts Alliance and others. 

I invite my distinguished colleagues to join 
me in paying special tribute to Larry N. 
Dantzler for his invaluable service to Bay 
County, Florida. Through his leadership, he 
has laid the groundwork for preservation of 
our military installations for years to come and 
I would like to personally wish Larry, and his 
wife Nancy, the very best in their future en-
deavors. 
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TRIBUTE ON THE PASSING OF 
DAVID HERMANCE—THE FATHER 
OF THE AMERICAN PRIUS 

HON. JANE HARMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to David Hermance, who was 
killed in a plane crash in Southern California 
on November 25th. David was the North 
American Executive Engineer for Advanced 
Technology Vehicles at Toyota, whose head-
quarters is located in my congressional dis-
trict. 

Although most Americans may not know his 
name, David Hermance was one of the most 
influential engineers and environmentalists in 
the country. He was only 59 years-old when 
the experimental aircraft he was piloting 
crashed into the Pacific Ocean, and his tragic 
death is a stunning loss not only for his family, 
but for the larger community he served. 

Equally respected in the environmental com-
munity and the automotive industry, David was 
known as the ‘‘Father of the American 
Prius’’—and for good reason. He had a knack 
for translating complex systems and tech-
nologies into easy-to-understand concepts, 
and he worked tirelessly to help lay-people un-
derstand the workings and benefits of hybrid 
and other advanced-technology vehicles. 

It was David’s passionate approach and 
commitment to the environment that helped 
persuade a skeptical industry and auto-buying 
public to appreciate the enormous potential of 
his work. In fact, Madam Speaker, my family 
drives two hybrid vehicles—one in California 
and the other in Washington, DC. 

David will be sorely missed—as an out-
standing individual and beloved colleague. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with his family: his 
wife Mary, his children Keith and Kathy, his 
grandson Colin and sister Bonnie. 
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AID SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BILL 
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Friday, January 5, 2007 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce legislation to help schools educating 
the children of U.S. service members and 
schools serving Native American children on 
federal lands. 

My legislation will improve the distribution of 
school construction grants under the Impact 
Aid program. Impact Aid compensates schools 
affected by a federal presence such as military 
installations or Native American reservations. 
Because federal lands are exempt from local 
property taxes, school districts located on or 
near federal lands lose a major source of rev-
enue without the federal Impact Aid program. 

Currently, school construction grants under 
Impact Aid allow unequal funding between 
military school districts and Native American 
school districts. For example, although 36 per-
cent of the one million federal students are 
from military impacted schools, the majority of 
school construction dollars are spent on the 
12 percent of Native American students. 

In 2005 and 2004, $27 million in Impact Aid 
competitive construction grants were awarded. 
In 2005, only 1 of 8 competitive grants was 
awarded to a military impacted school district. 
In 2004, only three of 15 recipients were mili-
tary school districts, and only one of 17 recipi-
ents in 2003 was a military school. In contrast, 
the formula grants under the Impact Aid 
School Construction program are equally dis-
tributed between military and Native American 
schools. 

Considering that Impact Aid has historically 
been underfunded in meeting the needs of 
local school districts serving military and Na-
tive American families, this legislation is critical 
to ensure the most equitable use of available 
dollars. 

Instead of sending 60% of funding toward 
12 percent of federal students, the legislation 
I am introducing today would ensure 80% of 
school construction funding will be equally dis-
tributed between military and Native American 
schools. This approach will help ensure a 
high-quality education for the children of our 
military members selflessly serving our Nation. 
Priority would also be given to Native Amer-
ican districts in qualifying for emergency con-
struction grants in recognition of the poor con-
dition of too many Native American schools. 

This legislation will also help schools af-
fected by Global Rebasing at the Department 
of Defense (DoD). Over the next four years, 
DoD estimates that 38,000 military children 
will be returning to U.S. schools from closing 
overseas military bases. Under this legislation, 
schools that experience a 10% increase in the 
number of military students would be allowed 
to apply for emergency Impact Aid construc-
tion grants. 

I am confident this excellent legislation will 
improve the Impact Aid program to better 
serve American families. I am proud that both 
Native American school districts and military- 

impacted school districts support the common- 
sense approach of this bill. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues on the reauthor-
ization of Impact Aid later this year, and urge 
every Member of Congress to review and co-
sponsor this legislation. 
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HONORING MICHAEL LOFTON AND 
THE AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN 
AND BOYS CONFERENCE 
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OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Michael 
Lofton, an inspirational leader who is working 
each day to make a difference in the lives of 
young people in his community. This past 
summer Mr. Lofton implemented an idea to 
bring together 200 boys, men and parents in 
the first African American Men and Boys Con-
ference. His goal was to counteract the trends 
where African American boys were lagging 
academically, disrupting classes, disrespecting 
themselves, and often ending up incarcerated. 

His passion for helping children led him to 
the Austin School District, where he contacted 
parents, school principals, health specialists, 
professors, sociologists, judges, law-enforce-
ment, businesses, community leaders and 
clergy, in order to create a concentrated effort 
to support young black men and boys in the 
Austin community. 

The monthly African American Men and 
Boys Conference has continued to increase in 
participation since its inception this past June. 
It has also expanded from focusing on boys 
and their academic needs to working with the 
entire family to make a difference. Each month 
these boys and their families focus good deci-
sion making, managing anger, taking and 
passing standardized tests, completing high 
school, attending college, maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle, and knowing how and when 
to seek assistance with school work, 

It is people like Michael Lofton that are the 
cornerstone of our communities making a dif-
ference each and every day. He was brave 
enough and passionate enough to go out into 
the community and establish his vision for 
change, and he has inspired others to work 
with him to better our society. I commend Mi-
chael Lofton for all the work that he has done, 
and know that this is merely the first step of 
many great things to come. 
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HONORING SISTER MABLE 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 5, 2007 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and work of Sister Mable Wil-
liams, a longtime resident of Oakland, Cali-
fornia. Sister Mable is a role model to us all, 
and has demonstrated her leadership through 
her commitment to members of her church as 
well as the community at large. On Sunday, 
December 31, 2006, Sister Mable’s friends, 
family and congregation will come together to 
celebrate her many contributions. 
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